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we find Az mentioned not only in the Astad Yasht
but in Vendidad XVIII, 45, 56, in Yasna XVII, 46
and LXVII, 22. Thus we have a long and uninter-
rupted Zoroastrian_tradition behind Firdausi's assertion
of the primacy of Az in tlie list of demons.
The coupling of the demons Az (Greediness) and
Niyaz by Firdausi can also be accounted for froin
Pahlavi authority ; and it might be noted here that
Firdausi couples the two demons in various places.
This juxtaposition of the two demons is accounted for
in the Mainog-i Kliirad (chapter XVIII ; S. B. E.
XXIV, p. 50) where is is observed that men disregard
both spiritual warnings and the fears of death and
hell" on account of the delusiveness (niyazanili) of the
demon of greediness and of discontent". It is indeed
obvious prima facie that greed and discontent go
together; but Firdausi had also the authority of that
Pahlavi work for his juxtaposition of the two demons,
PHILOSOPHIC DEBATES AT THE SASSANIDE COUET
How much Firdausi was indebted to the Pahlavi
writers for his philosophical, religious and ethical ideas
will appear further when we compare his account of the
discussions on such topics at the courts of Bahrara-i
G-or and Naushirwan with extant Pahlavi works. One
can say with confidence looking to his obligations to
these books that on religious and philosophical matters,
Firdausi was the pupil of the Pahlavi writers. The
fact is that Firdausi was the heir not only of the his-
torical tradition of Iran but also of the philosophical
and ethical teaching of the Sassanide age. Thus we